Lyric: Lilasuka                                                       141
into the  devotion  of Krishna by an  ascetic called Somagiri.    His   Krishna karnamrita is a sweet   poem of   enthralling     emotion   couched   in   the simplest language, containing  about 300 stanzas divided into 3 Asvasas.   The verses describe the enchanting beauty of the Lord in the guise of a cowherd lad, the exploits of his boyhood and his mystic love for the cowherd lasses.   From a verse in the poem it appears that the author was originally a Saivite who became a devotee of Krishna, being irresistably drawn by his enchanting qualities.   He seems to have been a native of Malabar, though some scholars are of the opinion that he belongs to Jagannath in Orissa.   On account of the melody and simplicity of diction and the familiarity of the theme, Krishna karnamrita has been one of the most popular lyrics in the country. Moreover, on account of the emotional    tempo   and   the  rhythmic   language, stanzas from this poem are often selected as the most suitable   pieces   for   musical   rendering  and   gesture dances.   Lilasuka has also written another lyric known as    Briiidavana stuti    describing   the   Rasakrida. the mystic dance of Krishna with the Gopis* It is popularly believed that Lilasuka was reborn as Jayadeva and as Narayana Tirtha and composed the Git a govinda and the Krishnalilatarangini respectively.   On the strength of this belief,  Lilasuka has been   considered to be a predecessor   of  Jayadeva  and assigned   to the   llth century A.D.    Some, however, identify him with the poet and  philosopher of the  same  name who lived i 8th century.